Ceparcment of Etstce
Washington, DC i

Octaober 2003
Dear Mr. Secretary:

The content of the proposed regulations at The Hague governing
1rfernatlcnal adoptions is guite unaccepbtable. American

adoption agencies, both large and smail, already have aceguate
and proper State regulation te ensure the welfare of children.

& has been shown in monitoring the countries which have already
implemented the Yague Cenvention, that these regulatiorng only
delay ar prevent a helpless infant or child from being placed
gquickly with a pre-screened family. To my knowledue, foreign
governments are willing to let their corphans be adopted because
they themselves lack the resources Lo care adequately [or Lhese
children as they would wish. Letting their orphans go To a
walting family in another country guarantees that the ¢hild will
have a better future,

We have fostered 3 American-born children, trying to provide
them with a family for as long as we had them. When it came time
fer us to adopt “"forever children", we turned to Thursday's
Child in Bloomfield, CT, near where we lived at the time. They
are a small agency dedicated to building families. During our
homg studies and post-placement times, Thursday's Child was
honest and above-board with us, telling us frankiy what our
status was at all times. It was reireshing to deal with an
agency whose staff was sc accessibple to us and were Lhe experts
who gulded us through the intricacies of foreign adoption.
Without them, we would not have two beauntiful and healthy
children from Indis

In cur experience, small adoption agencies are doing a fine Jjob
of screening couples and finding adoptable children who need
paraents., Ancther layer of .UIEadLIﬂfV 1= not n==dsd. The
additional financial burden on parents and agenciss will mean
Lhat fewsr tchildren find familiES. 2 waiting child is not the
same &5 & box on a shelf. Children need proper eare, food, and,
above all, LOVE; and they need it right now. Any child
development educator can assure you that a baby must be placed
with a family as fast as possible. Qlder
groups must have a permznent family just a
irreparable emeticonzl damags of being with

children and siblings
s guickly befaore the
oulb & family iz done.



Tne children cannot wait: they are live, growing beings Lo whom
a day without parents truly is a day without sunshine.

Please consider the children and their fate before the U.S.
Government ties us WITHOUT OUR CONSENT to this poorly written
and poorly conceived "treaty". A treaty shoulc make things
better. It should not condemn orphaned children to starvation
ang rapid early deaths because of some selfish pencil-pushers
somewhere who don’t know anything aboul the realities of
adoplting internationally, but whose "actions" will raisze
adoption costs and thereby prevent the hopes and dreams of
decent people everywhere whe only want to become & real family.

T find that people who have produced piological children have
extreme difficulty in grasping the simple idea that childless
couples want children. That is their loss, Our adopted children
really ARE our children, uneguivocally. I atrongly recommend
that you stand in an eirport near the families who are wailing
for their babies to arrive. When each of our babies arrived, all
we could see was our baby. Later on, pholographs revealed that
most af the passengers had waited to see us hold our baby for
the f£irst time. 1 think that says a lect about the character of
Americans. We want our children and want the process to cgcur
with legal and moral safeguards, but neot those that will deter
adoptions, cause costs to rise and eliminate the wonderful
smaller agencies of our nation who provide excellent services to
both families and children.

Sincerely,

Linda & Charles Ravenesll
HCR#1l, P.0. Box 5474
ea'au, HI BET74LD

(808) 982-9510

F.5.: Charles and I both are disabled Vietnam Veterans unable to
produce biclogical children because of medical conditions caused
by our service in the U.S5. Army, 1%66-136%. Perhaps someone
should ask other veterans about their feeselings on adoption after
hcenorebile service to the USA and ralising children on veterans'
disability bensfits.

Linds Ravenell



